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Dear Clerk of the Board:
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Water Quality Control Plan for the Central Valiey Region (Basin Plan) to establish a Total
Maximum Daily Load for Nutrients in Clear Lake.

On page 2, there is mention of waste discharge requirement waivers. This first sentence needs
clarification as it applies to the Forest Service. According to the Management Agency
Agreement (MAA) between the State Water Quality Control Board and the U.S. Forest Service,
the State Board agrees the issuance of waste discharge requirements (WDR) will be waived by

- the Regional Board provided the Forest Service implements Best Management Practices

(BMP’s). Regarding the latter, the Forest has a Best Management Practice Evaluation Program
that examines BMP implementation and practice effectiveness in keeping soil from entering
streams. This information is available upon request. ~

With the MAA, we use BMP’s in the design of prescribed brush burning projects, livestock
grazing allotment updates and road/OHV trail maintenance/re-routing/rehabilitation projects
without notifying the Regional Board. However, timber harvest activities do require a BMP
waiver and the Forest requests these waivers from the Regional Board. In the proposed
amendment, the Mendocino National Forest would like to clarify that not all of our activities are
in need of a waste discharge requirement.

In closing, the Mendocino National Forest would like to mention that our Forest Hydrologist,
Robert Faust, is a participant in the Clear Lake TMDL Stakeholder’s Group and Data
Subcommittee. Robert feels that great strides are being made in data sharing and developing
working relationships.

Sincerely,

THOMAS A. CONTRERAS
Forest Supervisor
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